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This year marks the 20th year of operation for Georgia Southern University’s Center for Wildlife Education
and Lamar Q Ball, Jr Raptor Center located on the Statesboro Campus. The grand opening of the new
Invasive Species Exhibit on Feb. 3 will highlight the celebration.
Since its opening, the Center for Wildlife Education has expanded from 4.5 acres focused primarily on raptors
and reptiles to now 18 acres showcasing a waterfowl pond and cypress swamp among other exhibits.
The Center’s Founder and Executive Director Steve Hein plans to continue meeting the need of providing
environmental education opportunities to K-12 children and citizens in Georgia and beyond for years to come.
“The public is aware of the many environmental concerns confronting us today,” said Hein. “What’s not
making it to the forefront is the negative impact of invasive species on our native species. The exhibit will
showcase what kind of impact they are having, not only here in Georgia, but also in the country.”
The Invasive Species Exhibit, which will be a permanent feature of the Center, uniquely displays species that are not native to Georgia and their
impact on native flora and fauna species, the economy and the quality of life for humans. Featured species will include a Burmese python, feral hog,
mosquitoes, lion fish and many others. Visitors will have an opportunity to view some live and taxidermy species and use an interactive educational
map and display to learn more about how invasive species impact their region and the state.
The joint celebration and grand opening, which is open to the public, will also bring together board members, donors and campus community
members that made the Center a reality and continue to generously support the mission of environmental education.
The Center for Wildlife Education and The Lamar Q Ball, Jr. Raptor Center supports Georgia Southern University’s environmental education programs
by providing wildlife outreach, programs, tours and camps.
The grand opening of the exhibit is set for 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3.
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Georgia Southern University will host an open house for the EAGLE Academy Inclusive Post-Secondary Education (IPSE) program at 3 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 30, in room 2148 of the College of Education (COE) classroom building on the Statesboro Campus.
EAGLE Academy, named for its commitment to Equal Access to Gainful Learning and Employment, is a comprehensive transitional program for young
adults with mild intellectual and developmental disabilities. The non-degree program offers courses and internships that enhance students with life
skills and assist with career aspirations. Upon completion, students earn a certificate.
University President Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D., and COE Dean Thomas R. Koballa, Ph.D., will attend and discuss the purpose and impact of the new
program. Community leader and Synovus Division CEO Darron Burnette will speak about Statesboro area support and engagement with the initiative.
Following the ceremony, light refreshments will be served in the EAGLE Academy workspace, located in room 3156, where individuals can learn more
about custom-built academic program offerings from EAGLE Academy team members.
Georgia Southern’s EAGLE Academy, which launched fall 2017, is now the eighth program of its kind in Georgia.
For additional information about EAGLE Academy, visit http://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/eagle-academy/.
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Georgia Southern University will host an open house for the EAGLE Academy Inclusive Post-Secondary Education
(IPSE) program at 3 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 30, in room 2148 of the College of Education (COE) classroom building on
the Statesboro Campus.
EAGLE Academy, named for its commitment to Equal Access to Gainful Learning and Employment, is a
comprehensive transitional program for young adults with mild intellectual and developmental disabilities. The nondegree program offers courses and internships that enhance students with life skills and assist with career
aspirations. Upon completion, students earn a certificate.
University President Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D., and COE Dean Thomas R. Koballa, Ph.D., will attend and discuss the
purpose and impact of the new program. Community leader and Synovus Division CEO Darron Burnette will speak
about Statesboro area support and engagement with the initiative.
Following the ceremony, light refreshments will be served in the EAGLE Academy workspace, located in room 3156,
where individuals can learn more about custom-built academic program offerings from EAGLE Academy team
members.
Georgia Southern’s EAGLE Academy, which launched fall 2017, is now the eighth program of its kind in Georgia.
For additional information about EAGLE Academy, visit http://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/eagle-academy/.
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